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“We	die	with	Christ	and	We	live	with	Christ”	
Romans	6:1-14	

 
6	What	 shall	 we	 say,	 then?	Shall	 we	 go	 on	 sinning	 so	 that	 grace	 may	
increase?	2	By	no	means!	We	are	those	who	have	died	to	sin;	how	can	we	
live	 in	 it	 any	 longer?	3	Or	 don’t	 you	 know	 that	 all	 of	 us	 who	 were	
baptized	into	 Christ	 Jesus	 were	 baptized	 into	 his	 death?	4	We	 were	
therefore	buried	with	him	through	baptism	into	death	in	order	that,	just	as	
Christ	 was	 raised	 from	 the	 dead	through	 the	 glory	 of	 the	 Father,	 we	 too	
may	live	a	new	life.5	For	if	we	have	been	united	with	him	in	a	death	like	his,	
we	will	certainly	also	be	united	with	him	in	a	resurrection	like	his.	6	For	we	
know	 that	 our	 old	 self	was	 crucified	 with	 him	so	 that	 the	 body	 ruled	 by	
sin	might	be	done	away	with,	that	we	should	no	 longer	be	slaves	 to	 sin—
	7	because	anyone	who	has	died	has	been	set	free	from	sin.8	Now	if	we	died	
with	Christ,	we	believe	 that	we	will	 also	 live	with	him.9	For	we	know	 that	
since	Christ	was	raised	from	the	dead,	he	cannot	die	again;	death	no	longer	
has	mastery	over	him.	10	The	death	he	died,	he	died	to	sin	once	for	all;	but	
the	life	he	lives,	he	lives	to	God.11	In	the	same	way,	count	yourselves	dead	
to	 sin	but	 alive	 to	 God	 in	 Christ	 Jesus.	12	Therefore	 do	 not	 let	 sin	 reign	in	
your	mortal	body	so	that	you	obey	its	evil	desires.	13	Do	not	offer	any	part	
of	 yourself	 to	 sin	 as	 an	 instrument	 of	 wickedness,	but	 rather	 offer	
yourselves	to	God	as	those	who	have	been	brought	from	death	to	life;	and	
offer	every	part	of	yourself	to	him	as	an	instrument	of	righteousness.	14	For	
sin	shall	no	longer	be	your	master,	because	you	are	not	under	the	law,	but	
under	grace	(Romans	6:1-14).	

Last	week	we	 learned	 from	Romans	 5:12,	 “Therefore,	 just	 as	 sin	 entered	
the	world	through	one	man,	and	death	through	sin,	and	in	this	way	death	
came	 to	 all	 men”.	 Namely,	 we	 learned	 that	 the	 sin	 entered	 the	 world	
through	first	man,	Adam.	The	word	“enter”	is	not	the	meaning	of	“return”,	
but	the	meaning	is	actually	“get	into”	and	“capture	us”	and	“control	us”.		
	
We	have	been	seeing	that	we	could	get	the	life	by	Christ	even	though	the	
death	 still	 controls	 us,	 and	 that	 is	 the	main	 theme	 till	 Romans	 chapter	 5.	
Namely	the	theme	is	“Jesus	Christ	died	for	us	as	our	redeemer”.	
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But	 from	chapter	6-8,	 the	 theme	 is	 changing.	Namely	until	 chapter	5,	 the	
theme	is	“Christ	died	for	us”,	but	from	chapter	6-8,	the	theme	was	changed	
to	“I	died	with	Christ”.	
	
Nobody	like	the	word	“death”.	But	Paul	is	press	hard	about	the	“death”	at	
here.	In	Romans	6:11-14,	we	can	find	the	word,	“Die”	or	“Death”	13	times.	
	
And	within	 these	 13	 times,	 six	 of	 them	are	 about	 the	death	of	 someone.	
Whose	death	is	that?	Yes,	these	are	our	death.	My	death	and	your	death.		
	
2:	We	died	to	sin;	how	can	we	live	in	it	any	longer?	
	
3:	All	of	us	who	were	baptized	into	Christ	Jesus	were	baptized	into	his	
death.	
	
4:	We	were	therefore	buried	with	him	through	baptism	into	death…	
	
5:		If	we	have	been	united	with	him	like	this	in	his	death,	we	will	certainly	
also	be	united	with	him	in	his	resurrection.	
	
8:	Now	if	we	died	with	Christ,	we	believe	that	we	will	also	live	with	him.	
	
11:	In	the	same	way,	count	yourselves	dead	to	sin	but	alive	to	God	in	Christ	
Jesus.	
	
Christ	died	for	us.	We	can	accept	the	words	with	gratitude,	but	it	is	difficult	
to	accept	we	also	die	with	Christ,	because	nobody	wants	to	think	about	our	
death.	Nobody	wants	to	die.						 	
	
But	the	impression	only	came	from	one	side	of	the	world.	Namely,	we	are	
died	with	Christ	to	live	truly,	and	the	meaning	of	“live”	is	not	only	our	heart	
is	beating	or	enjoy	our	live	vigorously.	
	
There	are	two	meaning	within	“Die	and	Live”.	I	want	you	to	see	“two	lives”	
today.	First	of	all,	let’s	look	at	to	die	in	Christ	is	to	live	eaternaly	with	Christ.			
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The	 verses	 4	 said,	 “We	were	 therefore	 buried	with	 him	 through	 baptism	
into	death	in	order	that,	just	as	Christ	was	raised	from	the	dead	through	the	
glory	of	the	Father,	we	too	may	live	a	new	life”.		
	
And	after	verse	5	said,	if	we	have	been	united	with	him	like	this	in	his	death,	
we	will	certainly	also	be	united	with	him	in	his	resurrection”.	
	
In	these	verses,	we	read	“Christ	was	raised	from	the	dead	through	the	glory	
of	the	father”,	and	also	the	Bible	said	we	also	can	live	the	new	life,	and	we	
will	certainly	be	united	with	him	in	his	resurrection.	 	
	
Moreover,	verse	8	and	9	said;	Now	if	we	died	with	Christ,	we	believe	that	
we	will	also	live	with	him,	and	verse	9	said,	for	we	know	that	since	Christ	
was	raised	from	the	dead,	he	cannot	die	again;	death	no	longer	has	
mastery	over	him.	
	
There	is	a	verses	that	“death	no	longer	has	mastery	over	Christ	and	also	it	is	
written	we	also	live	without	the	death	has	mastery	over	us.	 	
	
When	 we	 talk	 about	 these	 things,	 sometimes,	 I	 heard	 that	 “We	 do	 not	
consider	about	death	yet”	or	“We	do	not	focus	about	the	end	of	our	life	but	
we	 just	want	 to	enjoy	now”.	And	we	 think	 the	death	can	be	come	 to	 the	
other,	 and	 think	 at	 least	 for	 a	 while	 it	 will	 not	 come	 to	 me.	 With	 this	
premise,	we	plan	our	future	include	our	retirement	(I	am	not	saying	these	
plans	 is	 unnecessary,	 I	 am	 saying	 nobody	 know	 the	 plan	 will	 go	 as	 we	
planning).				
		 	 	
As	a	pastor,	I	have	occasion	to	visit	hospital,	and	sometime	I	am	there	when	
the	person	goes	to	heaven.	I	have	to	face	the	sadness	and	sorrow	that	time,	
and	I	think	myself,	the	moment	will	come	to	anyone	and	we	do	not	know	
when.		
	
The	author	of	Ecclesiastes,	king	Solomon	said	in	6:2;	 It	 is	better	to	go	to	a	
house	 of	 mourning	 than	 to	 go	 to	 a	 house	 of	 feasting,	 for	 death	 is	 the	
destiny	of	every	man;	the	living	should	take	this	to	heart.	
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The	 living	 should	 take	 this	 to	heart.	Do	not	 forget	 the	day	will	 come,	and	
are	 you	 ready	 for	 it?	 What	 I	 mean	 is	 not	 where	 you	 will	 be	 buried	 but	
where	are	you	going	that	time.	The	Bible	promises	us	to	live	new	life	with	
Christ	eternally,	if	we	died	with	Christ.		 	
	
Oct	2,	2006,	five	 little	Amish	girls	were	killed	by	the	man	name	of	Charles	
Carl	Roberts	at	Amish	school	in	Pennsylvania.	The	man	invaded	school,	took	
teachers	and	boy	students	out	from	classroom	and	made	girls	stand	in	front	
of	blackboard	and	tied	their	leg	with	wire	and	shoot	their	head	from	short	
distance,	and	the	man	killed	himself.	
	
In	that	disparate	situation	one	thirteen	years	old	girl	told	to	the	man	“shoot	
me	and	 let	 the	all	other	 release”	and	her	eleven	years	old	sister	also	said	
“after	my	sister,	shoot	me	next”.			 	
	
After	all,	five	girls	were	killed.	On	that	day,	that	morning,	they	woke	up	as	
usual,	they	ate	breakfast	as	usual	and	they	were	studying	in	the	classroom	
as	usual.	But	death	came	into	their	ordinary	day.	 	
	
I	watched	movie,	“World	Trade	Center”	before.	That	movie	was	based	on	
true	story	about	a	police	man	who	were	closed	in	the	collapsed	building	on	
the	day	of	911.	When	the	 incidents	happened	the	wife	came	to	know	her	
husband	was	in	the	building.	In	the	situations	of	high	possibility	to	not	see	
him	again,	she	regrets	and	said	“I	could	not	remember	what	 I	said	to	him	
this	morning”.	Why?	 She	 did	 not	 pay	 attention	 her	 conversation	 because	
she	thought	he	will	be	back	to	home	today.	
	
Back	 to	 the	 story	 about	 Amish	 community.	 I	 was	 imagined	 about	 that	
situations	many	 times	and	 think	about	her	words	 “Shoot	me	 first”.	 In	 the	
first	place,	is	this	possible	that	these	girls	could	say	the	words?	I	had	been	
thinking	long	time	and	I	thought	it	must	be	impossible	to	say	that,	but	they	
said	that,	and	then	how	could	they	say	that?		 	
	
Amish	 people	 live	 their	 life	 uniquely	 because	 of	 their	 faith.	 Usually,	 their	
children	 do	 not	 go	 to	 public	 school	 but	 they	 have	 their	 own	 school	 and	
educate	 them.	 What	 are	 they	 teaching?	 We	 can	 easily	 imagine	 their	
teaching.	 That	 is	 Biblical	 teaching,	 and	 the	 teaching	must	 be	our	world	 is	
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not	only	visible	but	also	there	is	invisible	world.	They	grow	with	that	kind	of	
teaching.	
	
I	 think	 they	 knew	 Jesus	 loves	 them,	 and	 they	 believed	 that	 they	will	 live	
eternally	 with	 him	 after	 they	 died.	 I	 cannot	 understand	 their	 words	 and	
deeds	without	this	kind	of	belief.	
	
They	 followed	 what	 the	 Romans	 6:4-5	 said;	 “We	 were	 therefore	 buried	
with	him	through	baptism	into	death	in	order	that,	just	as	Christ	was	raised	
from	the	dead	through	the	glory	of	the	Father,	we	too	may	live	a	new	life.	If	
we	have	been	united	with	him	like	this	in	his	death,	we	will	certainly	also	be	
united	with	him	in	his	resurrection”.	
	
As	a	second	point,	the	death	with	Christ	is	not	only	live	eternal	life	but	we	
live	in	our	world	truly.	The	book	of	Romans	mentioned	after	verse	11.	

11In	the	same	way,	count	yourselves	dead	to	sin	but	alive	to	God	in	Christ	
Jesus.	12Therefore	do	not	let	sin	reign	in	your	mortal	body	so	that	you	obey	
its	evil	desires.	13Do	not	offer	the	parts	of	your	body	to	sin,	as	instruments	
of	wickedness,	but	rather	offer	yourselves	to	God,	as	those	who	have	been	
brought	 from	 death	 to	 life;	 and	 offer	 the	 parts	 of	 your	 body	 to	 him	 as	
instruments	of	righteousness.	14For	sin	shall	not	be	your	master,	because	
you	are	not	under	law,	but	under	grace.	

Paul	said	we	are	dead	to	sin	in	Christ,	and	alive	to	God	in	Christ	Jesus	in	this	
world.	 Therefore,	 he	 told	 us	 to	 offer	 ourselves	 to	 God	 as	 instruments	 of	
righteousness.	 	
	
Like	Paul	is	saying	1	Corinthians	6:20;	You	were	bought	at	a	price,	therefore	
honor	God	with	your	body.	
	
The	prior	 story	about	Amish	community.	We	observed	 them	with	holding	
our	breath.	We	think	ourselves	in	our	heart.	Amish	people	must	curse	the	
man	with	wrath.	Nobody	blame	their	attitude.	That	is	normal	emotion.				
	
But	we	doubt	what	we	hear	from	what	media	is	broadcasting	to	the	world	
after	a	couple	of	hours	this	incident.	The	people	in	this	community	already	
express	their	forgiveness	to	the	man.	The	man’s	wife	and	his	three	children	
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were	hugging	by	these	Amish	people	and	his	wife	was	inviting	to	the	girls’	
funeral	 service.	 The	 family	 of	 the	man	 lives	only	 one	mile	 away	 from	 the	
Amish	 community,	 and	 the	 Amish	 community	 want	 the	 family	 remain	
where	they	 live	now.	About	75	people	attended	the	man’s	funeral	service	
and	half	of	them	were	Amish	people.				
	
We	 know	 some	 people	 have	 odd	 feeling	 about	 Amish	 life	 style	 and	 their	
expression	of	 faith,	 but	 as	 a	 same	believer	who	has	 family	 like	 them	and	
know	 the	 pain	 to	 lose	 our	 family,	 we	 really	 feel	 respect	 their	 belief.	
Honestly	speaking,	I	do	not	know	what	I	will	be	if	I	will	face	same	situation	
they	faced.	I	better	not	say	something	impressive	resolution	right	now.	We	
learned	from	them	how	can	we	live	in	Christ	in	our	secular	world.				 	
They	are	human	being	 like	us,	 they	are	not	 saint,	but	 they	knew	to	die	 in	
Christ	will	 lead	 them	to	eternal	 life	and	 if	we	believe	 that,	 then	we	know	
how	can	we	live	in	our	life	on	the	earth.				
	
Their	life	is	not	other	people’s	affairs	but	that	could	be	our	life.	We	also	can	
live	with	the	assurance	of	 the	promise	of	eternal	 life	and	also	we	can	 live	
our	life	truly	in	Christ.	
	
Heavenly	 father,	we	have	been	 seeing	 about	 the	 life	 that	we	 can	 gain	by	
death	with	you.	The	 life	 is	eternal	 life	and	the	new	 life	 that	makes	us	 live	
truly	in	our	daily	life.	Our	Lord,	we	give	thanks	because	our	end	is	not	ruled	
by	darkness	 but	 there	 is	 hope	 at	 there,	 and	 thank	 you	because	we	 know	
about	 it	 right	now.	We	also	 thank	you	that	we	can	walk	with	you	step	by	
step	every	day	in	our	life	journey.	May	we	all	make	sure	about	the	promise	
of	 eternal	 life	 and	 true	 life	 and	 live	 with	 them.	We	 pray	 these	 things	 in	
precious	Jesus,	name	amen.	
	
Translated	by	Makoto	Okura	


