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“We	can	restart	our	life	today!”	
March	31,	2019	

Let	us	read	the	book	of	Luke	19:1-10.	

Jesus	 entered	 Jericho	and	was	 passing	 through.	2	A	man	was	 there	 by	 the	
name	 of	 Zacchaeus;	 he	 was	 a	 chief	 tax	 collector	 and	 was	 wealthy.3	He	
wanted	to	see	who	Jesus	was,	but	because	he	was	short	he	could	not	see	
over	 the	crowd.	4	So	he	ran	ahead	and	climbed	a	sycamore-fig	 tree	 to	see	
him	 since	 Jesus	 was	 coming	 that	 way.5	When	 Jesus	 reached	 the	 spot,	 he	
looked	 up	 and	 said	 to	 him,	“Zacchaeus,	 come	 down	 immediately.	 I	 must	
stay	at	your	house	 today.”6	So	he	came	down	at	once	and	welcomed	him	
gladly.7	All	the	people	saw	this	and	began	to	mutter,	“He	has	gone	to	be	the	
guest	 of	 a	 sinner.”8	But	 Zacchaeus	 stood	 up	 and	 said	 to	 the	 Lord,	“Look,	
Lord!	Here	and	now	I	give	half	of	my	possessions	to	the	poor,	and	if	I	have	
cheated	 anybody	 out	 of	 anything,	I	 will	 pay	 back	 four	 times	 the	
amount.”9	Jesus	 said	 to	 him,	“Today	 salvation	 has	 come	 to	 this	 house,	
because	this	man,	too,	is	a	son	of	Abraham.	10	For	the	Son	of	Man	came	to	
seek	and	to	save	the	lost.”	

About	19	years	ago,	the	book	called	“Encourage	to	fail”	was	a	best	seller	in	
Japan.	Everyone	is	failed.	But	the	book	said,	“Fail	is	not	failing”.	Fail	is	a	big	
chance	to	be	better.	We	search	why	we	fail	and	correct	it.	By	doing	so,	we	
will	get	valuable	things.	

In	today’s	verses,	there	is	a	Jews	man	named	Zacchaeus	is	written	here.	We	
can	know	his	two	profile	there.	He	was	a	short	man	and	his	occupation	was	
a	tax	collector.	This	is	his	profile	we	can	know.	

We,	 human,	 have	 four	 inferiority	 complexes.	 Our	 physical	 complex.	 Our	
character	complex.	Our	ability	Complex	and	our	social	complex.	

According	 to	 these	 inferiority	 complexes,	 Zacchaeus	had	 three	 complexes	
among	these	four.	

First	 of	 all,	 he	 was	 a	 short	 man.	 It	 might	 be	 illogical	 to	 connect	 his	
appearance	with	his	physical	 complex	but	because	of	his	height,	he	could	
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not	 see	 Jesus	 that	means	his	physical	 appearance	had	been	 caused	 some	
uncomfortable	feeling	to	Zacchaeus.	

And	 also	 he	was	 a	 tax	 collector.	 As	 you	 know	 that	 the	 Jewish	people	 are	
under	 the	 control	 of	 Roman	 Empire	 in	 those	 days,	 and	 tax	 collector	 was	
charged	 to	 collect	 tax	 from	 the	 people	 and	 actually	 these	 tax	 collectors	
collected	unlawful	money	for	themselves.	

Therefore,	 they	 were	 considered	 sinners	 in	 Jews	 community.	 Zacchaeus	
was	a	chief	tax	collector,	so	he	was	an	executive	of	Romans	tax	department.	

They	were	prompted	when	they	collect	money	more	than	other	coworkers	
and	which	means	how	much	he	collected	the	tax	forcefully	from	his	people.	

So	he	had	the	ability	to	collect	the	money	but	his	character	was	selfish	and	
only	 interested	 in	 his	wealth	 and	 no	 social	 trust	 even	 though	 he	 had	 the	
status.	He	did	not	have	true	friends.	He	had	an	inferior	complex	about	his	
social	relationship	and	his	character.	

People	 get	 mad	 and	 sad	 because	 of	 his	 words	 and	 deeds.	 Some	 people	
destroy	 their	 life	because	of	his	 forced	unlawful	 collection.	He	must	have	
had	the	question	about	his	way	of	life.	The	way	is	something	wrong,	but	he	
could	not	do	anything.	He	must	think	where	my	way	leads	to?	

Ecclesiastes	 5:10	 said,	 whoever	 loves	money	 never	 has	money	 enough;	
whoever	 loves	 wealth	 is	 never	 satisfied	 with	 his	 income.	 This	 too	 is	
meaningless.	Zacchaeus	must	know	the	meaning	of	this	verse.	

The	turning	point	had	come	to	him.	Jesus	comes	to	his	town.	He	had	known	
his	name	and	many	people	came	to	the	street	to	see	Jesus.	

There	is	a	town	of	Jericho	still	in	Israel.	The	town	is	a	territory	of	Palestine	
now	and	people	 lives	 that	 town	 is	Arabic.	 There	a	 tree	we	call	 Zacchaeus	
sycamore	tree	in	that	town	(I	do	not	think	the	tree	is	exactly	the	same	one	
Zacchaeus	climbed	but	we	can	imagine	the	scene).	

It	was	not	a	good	situation	for	a	short	man.	He	finally	found	a	sycamore-fig	
tree	and	he	climbed	the	tree.	
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He	must	see	a	lot	of	people	whom	he	collected	money	from,	and	finally,	he	
found	Jesus	in	the	crowd.	

And	 as	 he	was	 seeing	 Jesus	 from	 the	 tree,	 Jesus	walked	 toward	 him	 and	
said	 "Zacchaeus,	 come	 down	 immediately.	 I	 must	 stay	 at	 your	 house	
today."	

According	to	the	English	Bible,	verses	4	and	5	are	written	like	this	“as	Jesus	
just	walking	by	the	tree”	The	Bible	said,	“Just”.	This	is	implying	our	life	is	no	
accident.	All	incidents	have	God’s	provision.	He	climbed	the	tree,	and	“just	
that	time”	Jesus	walks	by,	this	is	no	accident.	

If	 anyone	 came	 to	Christian	 church	 first	 time	 this	morning,	 that	 is	 not	 an	
accident.	 Even	 though	 that	 is	 the	 first	 experience	 in	 your	 life,	 you	might	
meet	Jesus	at	that	first	experience	like	Zacchaeus.	

Zacchaeus’	life	was	like	looking	down	people	with	the	power	of	money	and	
authority.	Jesus	talked	to	him	“come	down	immediately”	

This	is	not	only	just	come	down	the	tree,	but	also	it	means	do	not	stay	that	
kind	of	empty	life,	come	down	from	your	old	life.	Let’s	restart	your	life	with	
me.	Let’	see	the	world	with	new	insight	which	Jesus	has.	

Zacchaeus	invited	Jesus	to	his	house,	and	Jesus	really	liked	and	enjoyed	to	
be	his	guest.	

Those	who	observed	 this	 said,	 "He	has	gone	 to	be	 the	guest	of	a	 sinner”.	
Jesus	 might	 hear	 that	 whisper	 but	 Jesus	 did	 not	 care	 about	 it.	 On	 the	
contrary,	Jesus	said	to	Zacchaeus,	“Today	salvation	has	come	to	this	house,	
because	 this	man,	 too,	 is	a	 son	of	Abraham.	For	 the	Son	of	Man	came	 to	
seek	and	to	save	what	was	lost."	We	can	imagine	Jesus’	smile	when	he	said	
that.	

Brothers	 and	 sisters,	 by	 he	 becomes	 the	 guest	 of	 Zacchaeus,	 Jesus	must	
lose	his	reputation	among	people,	People	called	the	tax	collectors,	sinners	
at	that	time	and	it	was	blasphemy	if	they	are	related	with	the	tax	collectors.	
But	 Jesus	 did	 not	 care	 about	 that.	 He	 was	 really	 glad	 that	 Zacchaeus	
changed	his	life.	
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Actually,	 Jesus	 continues	his	way	 and	he	was	 counted	as	 a	 sinner	 and	he	
was	killed	on	the	cross.	Why	did	he	Crisfield?	Because	he	wants	us	to	start	
our	new	life.	

The	Bible	 said	as	 soon	as	Zacchaeus	heard	Christ’s	words,	he	 came	down	
from	the	tree	at	once.	He	did	not	hesitate	on	the	tree.	He	did	not	have	a	
long	negotiation	with	Jesus	but	he	came	down	immediately.	

He	had	known	about	himself.	He	knew	what	he	had	done	was	not	good,	but	
he	 did	 not	 know	 what	 he	 should	 do	 and	 just	 spent	 many	 years	 without	
change	himself.	

But	when	he	saw	Jesus	he	thought	“This	is	what	I	am	looking	for”.	He	came	
to	Jesus	without	any	hesitation,	and	Jesus	accepted	him	as	he	is.	

This	 is	 the	day	of	 the	 turning	point	 in	his	 life.	He	switched	his	way	 to	 the	
way	 walk	 with	 Jesus	 Christ.	 This	 is	 Zacchaeus’	 conversion	 in	 his	 life.	 He	
changed	the	direction	of	his	life.	

To	 live	our	 life	 is	not	always	clean	and	easy.	We	make	a	mistake.	We	fail.	
We	lost	the	way.	Like	the	Bible	said	we	have	been	sinning	in	our	life.	

But	the	Bible	unchanging	message	is	we	can	restart	our	lives.	We	are	given	
the	second	chance.	That	is	the	message	of	the	Bible.	We	can	start	a	new	life	
in	Jesus	Christ.	

Zacchaeus	started	a	different	life	since	he	met	with	Jesus,	and	as	that	proof,	
he	said	his	commitment	to	 Jesus	“Look,	Lord!	Here	and	now	I	give	half	of	
my	possessions	to	the	poor,	and	if	I	have	cheated	anybody	out	of	anything,	
I	will	pay	back	four	times	the	amount”.	

The	Bible	did	not	mention	his	life	other	than	this	story,	but	like	he	said	he	
would	make	up	his	 injustice,	his	 life	was	surely	changed.	He	converted	his	
way	to	Jesus’,	but	that	is	not	meaning	he	became	a	perfect	man.	He	will	still	
need	to	keep	check	him	up	before	God.	

Those	who	changed	the	new	tire	is	told	to	bring	that	car	after	running	5000	
miles	to	adjust	the	rotation.	
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And	then	bring	that	car	to	the	tire	shop,	the	car	is	examining	all	four	wheels	
are	 running	with	 good	balance,	 and	 if	 they	 find	not	 a	 good	balance,	 they	
will	adjust	all	four	wheels.	

Why	are	they	doing	this	kind	of	checkup?	Because	without	this	adjustment,	
the	 surface	 of	 tires	 will	 be	 rubbed	 off	 and	 in	 the	 worst	 case,	 it	 will	 be	
caused	to	the	terrible	car	accident.	

To	adjust	these	tires	after	5000	miles	is	telling	us	very	important	things.	It	is	
all	right	to	drive	just	after	a	change	to	new	tires,	but	after	for	a	while,	some	
adjustment	is	necessary,	and	if	we	keep	driving	without	adjusting	the	tiers,	
we	have	to	pay	a	lot	later.	

Today,	we	have	many	reasons	to	not	adjust	our	tires,	and	one	of	the	biggest	
reason	is	we	are	so	busy	and	no	time	to	adjust.	If	we	find	some	trouble	in	
our	car,	we	are	recommending	to	examine	that	car	as	soon	as	possible	and	
repair	it.	

And	 this	 is	 the	same	with	ourselves	before	God.	We	are	busy.	We	do	not	
have	time	but	if	we	do	not	have	time	with	God	and	not	examine	ourselves	
with	the	word	of	God,	we	will	have	a	problem,	and	we	have	to	pay	dearly.	
We	know	a	little	oil	leaking	will	be	causing	change	the	whole	engine.	

And	the	other	reason	is	even	though	we	have	enough	time,	we	do	not	have	
a	 commitment	 to	adjust	ourselves	before	God.	We	know	the	air	of	 tire	 is	
not	 enough,	 and	 think	 “let’s	 pump	 up	 later”.	 We	 know	 the	 time	 of	 oil	
change	came.	We	know	the	gas	is	almost	empty.	But	we	think	it	is	ok	for	a	
while.	Is	anyone	“park”	on	the	freeway	because	of	these	unsolved	troubles	
which	have	been	postponed?	

How	about	our	own	lives?	We	are	not	a	tire.	We	do	not	run	5000	miles,	but	
we	live	our	daily	life.	We	need	daily	adjustment	in	Jesus	Christ.	

Jesus	said	 the	 last	portion	of	 today’s	verses	“For	 the	Son	of	Man	came	to	
seek	and	to	save	what	was	 lost."	 In	other	words,	he	said	we	start	our	 life	
again	in	Christ;	we	can	adjust	our	life	 in	Christ.	He	came	to	the	earth	with	
this	message.	
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How	is	your	 life?	We	are	given	second	chance	by	God.	 It	does	not	matter	
your	 life	 was	 so	 messed.	 It	 does	 not	 matter	 you	 are	 stopped	 by	 many	
troublesome	places.	You	can	start	your	new	life	with	Jesus	Christ	that	is	the	
message	of	the	Bible.	We	are	encouraged	to	switch	our	way	to	Jesus’.	

And	we	will	be	adjusting	day	by	day	by	God	since	we	start	walking	with	Him.	
Paul	once	said	we	are	changing	glory	to	glory	every	day.	We	will	be	changed	
every	day.	

As	a	car	need	to	check	up	to	keep	 its	travel,	we	will	be	adjusting	by	Jesus	
Christ	day	by	day.	And	needless	to	say	the	car	which	checked	up	and	well	
maintain	drive	 long	and	 smooth,	 the	 checkup	 is	 also	 indispensable	 to	our	
life.	

Let’s	pray.	


