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In Tokyo, the Olympic Games will be held next year. Day and night, many facilities are being built 

or renovated in preparation for the Olympics. An official logo has been designed, a theme song has 

been composed, and famous people have been named as Olympic ambassadors. In Narita airport, 

you would find posters everywhere promoting the Olympics. There are even some aircrafts with 

Olympic artwork on the exterior, flying to different destinations while promoting the Tokyo 

Olympics. 

The bigger an event is, the more we try to promote it and tell as many people as possible. 

There are many events recorded in the Bible, but there is no doubt that one of the greatest events 

in the Bible is the resurrection of Jesus Christ. And the impact that Christ’s resurrection has had on 

the past 2000 years of human history is far beyond the Olympics. 

Most of us don’t remember anything about the 1992 Barcelona Olympics, but even non-Christians 

have heard of Easter. Without the resurrection of Jesus Christ, the world would have been 

completely different. The 2000-year history of the church hangs on a single event, the resurrection 

of Jesus Christ. 

Recently Korea announced that they have created the world’s first 5G network. But an American 

company disputed this claim saying they were the first, and the debate intensified to the point 

where the president of Korea came out with a statement saying that Korea was the first. In this 

way people have always been obsessed with being first at something. 

After Jesus conquered death and was resurrected, He was not bound by time or space so He could 

have chosen to appear anywhere in the world. Imagine if there was an angel in heaven working as 

Jesus’ publicist, and this angel needed to think of the best way to announce Jesus’ resurrection to 

the world. And this angel would have had to decide the first person to break the news to. 

In order to spread this news to the entire world, we would think that the angel would choose 

someone who has great power and influence. 

If so, the first person to hear the news would have been the Roman emperor Caesar, who was the 

most powerful man in the region surrounding Israel. 

If the resurrected Jesus appeared before Caesar in his palace, it wouldn’t have taken 400 years for 

Rome to make Christianity its state religion (in AD 392 Christianity became Rome’s official religion). 

This would have been an effective PR strategy. 

Or Jesus could have gone to the temple in Jerusalem, appearing before worshippers during the 

busiest time of the day. If someone who was crucified, had His side pierced and His legs broken, 



and whose death was witnessed by many, suddenly appeared before them alive and well, it would 

have had a massive impact. 

After this, Jesus could just invite all the leaders of Israel to a banquet, and the whole nation would 

have bowed before Him. 

But this kind of evangelistic strategy is nowhere to be found in the Bible. Today we will look at the 

actual people who were met by the resurrected Jesus. And by looking at the stories of these 

individuals, I would like us to get a glimpse into God’s heart. Now let us see the story of the very 

first person to meet the resurrected Jesus. 

During the days of Jesus, there were several small villages surrounding the Sea of Galilee. One of 

these villages was Migdal, which still exists today and is inhabited by people. In recent years 

archeologists have discovered settlements in Migdal from the time of Jesus. 

Back then, Migdal was called Magdala. And there was a woman who lived there named Mary 

Magdalene. The Bible describes her as a woman who was once controlled by seven demons (Mark 

16:9, Luke 8:2). 

Most of us have heard the term “demon possession” before, but it says that this woman was 

possessed by seven demons. In the Bible, seven is the number of completion. This indicates the 

extent to which these demons controlled her life. 

The Sea of Galilee is a relatively small lake and only measures at about 13 miles long and 8 miles 

wide. Capernaum, which was a central location during Jesus’ ministry in Galilee, was only 30 

minutes by foot from Magdala, so everyone who lived near the lake must have known about Mary. 

We can picture people talking to each other about seeing Mary near the harbor screaming 

nonsensically, and children being scared of going through Magdala after dark because of her. 

There is no other event in history that has had a greater impact than the resurrection of Jesus 

Christ, and the first person that the resurrected Jesus appeared before was not Caesar, but Mary 

Magdalene. This is recorded in Mark 16:9, where it says “When Jesus rose early on the first day of 

the week, he appeared first to Mary Magdalene, out of whom he had driven seven demons”. 

Back then, a woman’s testimony in court was not considered to be valid. Mary was a woman who 

had been possessed by seven demons, so who would even lend an ear to her testimony? People 

would just turn her back saying “you are still under the influence of demons”. 

If we look at it from a strategic point of view, there seems to be no good reason for this kind of 

woman to be the first one to know about Christ’s resurrection. In fact we would consider this to be 

a hindrance. But without any hesitation, God purposefully chose this woman. 



When we consider the fact that Mary was possessed by seven demons, we can imagine the kind of 

person she was. Here are some characteristics that come to mind: 

She was afraid of people. She had no control over her words and actions. She could not make 

friends. She had a broken relationship with her family. Her heart was filled with anger. She could 

not trust anyone. She has never considered herself as precious. She felt abandoned and forsaken. 

She had no hope for tomorrow. This was Mary Magdalene. 

But this kind of person has a certain tendency. It is that they don’t need others to tell them that 

they have a problem they can’t fix on their own. 

Mary’s heart was broken and contrite, and in this way she was ready for God to work in her life. At 

the beginning of Jesus’ public ministry, He delivered His famous Sermon on the Mount, and in it 

He referred to people like Mary as “the poor in spirit”:  

“Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven” (Matthew 5:3). 

I once read the words of a quote unquote intellectual in Japan, who shocked me by suggesting 

that these words are recommending us to live in literal poverty, but Jesus was actually speaking to 

people who are in anguish over their hopeless spiritual state, and said that the kingdom of heaven 

is for people like these. 

And to prove this, after Jesus died and rose again, He appeared to Mary, and the light of heaven 

shined on this person who once lived in spiritual darkness. 

If any of you here today recognize your own spiritual poverty, if you are feeling hopeless not 

knowing what to do with your heart, please know that it is people like you that Jesus wants to 

meet the most. 

Now let’s take a look at the second person Jesus appeared to after His resurrection. This person 

was at the lowest point of his life at the time of Jesus’ resurrection. The following things could be 

said of his spiritual state at the time: he was overwhelmed by guilt. He felt like a loser. He was 

filled with self-hatred. He wanted to make amends, but was in despair thinking it was no longer 

possible for him to get another chance. 

Who was this person? This person was Peter, one of Jesus’ twelve apostles. We all know him as 

the one who made the following bold statement before Jesus went to the cross: “Even if all fall 

away on account of you, I never will…Even if I have to die with you, I will never disown you” 

(Matthew 26:33,35). 

Shortly after this, as Jesus was being dragged by the mob, Peter followed from a distance and 

went into the courtyard of the high priest. A few hours after Peter made his bold statement, the 

following event took place: 



69 Now Peter was sitting out in the courtyard, and a servant girl came to him. “You also were with 

Jesus of Galilee,” she said. 

70 But he denied it before them all. “I don’t know what you’re talking about,” he said. 

71 Then he went out to the gateway, where another servant girl saw him and said to the people 

there, “This fellow was with Jesus of Nazareth.” 

72 He denied it again, with an oath: “I don’t know the man!” 

73 After a little while, those standing there went up to Peter and said, “Surely you are one of 

them; your accent gives you away.” 

74 Then he began to call down curses, and he swore to them, “I don’t know the man!” 

Immediately a rooster crowed. 75 Then Peter remembered the word Jesus had spoken: “Before 

the rooster crows, you will disown me three times.” And he went outside and wept bitterly. 

(Matthew 26:69-75) 

In that moment, Peter surely would have remembered the statement he made a few moments 

ago, “Even if all fall away on account of you, I never will…Even if I have to die with you, I will never 

disown you” (Matthew 26:33,35). 

After this, Jesus was scourged and brutally murdered on the cross. Now, Peter could no longer 

even make an apology to Jesus. The person he betrayed was now gone, and there seemed to be 

no other way for Peter but to live a life of regret and self-loathing. 

But the resurrected Jesus appeared before Peter, and by asking “do you love me?” and telling him 

to “take care of [His] sheep” (John 21:15-17), Jesus restored Peter and gave him a renewed 

purpose for his life. 

In the Sermon on the Mount, Jesus said, “Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted” 

(Matthew 5:4). 

Peter was indeed mourning. He was disgusted with himself. He had hit rock bottom. But Jesus 

reassured and encouraged Peter, and by this Peter was able to get back on his feet again. 

Before Jesus was captured and betrayed, He knew what was about to take place and said the 

following words to Peter: “Simon, Simon, Satan has asked to sift all of you as wheat. But I have 

prayed for you, Simon, that your faith may not fail. And when you have turned back, strengthen 

your brothers” (Luke 22:31-32). 

Is there anyone here today who is like Peter, living in despair? Are you being weighed down by the 

weight of past failures? Do you ever wish that you could go back in time and do things differently? 



If you’re that person, Jesus says to you “I have prayed for you…that your faith may not fail”. What 

is this faith He speaks of? It is the faith which helps us see that through His love and grace, Jesus 

will lift us up out of any pit we find ourselves in. 

And when Jesus lifts us out of that place, He also gives us a new calling. He calls us now to 

strengthen our brothers and sisters. 

When Jesus calls to encourage others, we begin to see our past mistakes and regrets in a different 

light and realize that God can use these experiences for His glory. We know that when someone is 

going through a trial, the person that can encourage him or her the most is someone who has 

gone through the same experience. 

This must have been true for Mary Magdalene. I imagine that during her lifetime, Mary didn’t 

meet anyone who was possessed by more demons than herself. This may be a strange thing to say, 

but she was an expert when it came to demon possession. For people with family members who 

were possessed and those who were under the control of demons themselves, Mary’s example 

was a sign of hope and encouragement. 

The resurrection of Jesus Christ was the greatest event to ever take place, and the first people 

Jesus met after His resurrection was a woman who was once possessed by seven demons, and a 

man who has made a great mistake that he cannot atone by himself. 

We can see God’s heart in the choice He made to appear to these two individuals. God is not 

seeking the type of people we humans consider to be worthy, but His eyes are on those who see 

the poverty of their spirit and mourn their own wretched state. And when a person is captured by 

God’s love, their new life and walk with God begins. 

The stories of Mary and Peter remind us that no one is denied by God when they come before Him 

with a broken spirit, no matter what kind of life they have lived. When we are filled with grief and 

regret, when we are feeling hopeless, that is the time God wants to meet us and speak to us the 

most. Let’s pray. 


